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Primary 
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“BPZ”s 
(Bird Plague Zones) 
IAF fighter aircraft 
forbidden to fly 
below 3000 feet AGL 
during migration 
Developed by  
Dr. Yossi Leshem 
Resulting in a 76% 
reduction in severe 
birdstrikes 
Saving the IAF 
approx.  
$450 million 

$10.3 million / year damages 
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March 2000 
ISRAEL 
500 million birds cross 
Israel’s narrow airspace 
twice every year 
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A Decade of Changes 
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End Results 
Prior to Initiation of Program = 
$10.2 million / year 
 
Since: 
$109,000* in Damages over 11 years 
(~$9,100 / year) 
End Results 
$50,000 during 2-month contract 
break 
End Results 
94% Reduction in Birdstrikes 
15.84 / month / airbase (Year One) 
.92 / month / airbase (Year Ten) 
End Results 
90% Reduction in Overall Bird 
Populations on Airbase 
98% Reduction in Large Birds (>1 kg) 
Within 5 Miles of Each Airbase 
End Results 
In 2006, during 6-week “war” with 
Lebanon, IAF flew equivalent to  
1-year of flight operations with zero 
strikes 
Take Home Message 
It can be done…                              and it’s never too  
late to start 
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